
 Union Presbyterian Church 
32nd Sunday of Un-Ordinary Time 

October 18, 2020  |  10 AM 
 

Reformed worship is centered 
around the Word, both the Word 
of scripture and Christ as the 
Word Incarnate. In worship we 
gather around the Word, engage 
with the Word, and respond to 
the Word.  
 
Bold text is read or sung by the 
congregation. 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Psalm 96:1-3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This tuneful retelling of the 
salvation story began in Swedish 
and was translated into German 
and then into Russian before 
reaching its English form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession is our opportunity to 
be honest with God, so that our 
relationship may be restored and 
our hearts reconciled.  
 
 
 
 
 
This morning’s confessional 
liturgy is an adaptation from Rev. 
Jill Duffield, editor of The 
Presbyterian Outlook. 
 
 

Gather 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                                               
 
Prelude 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                     

O sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name; 
tell of God’s salvation from day to day. 
Declare the Lord’s glory among the nations, 
God’s marvelous works among all the peoples. 
 

*Hymn 625 (V.1,2)                       How Great Thou Art                     HOW GREAT THOU ART                   
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed: 
 

Chorus 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

 When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: [Chorus] 
 

*Prayer of Praise                                                                                                                           
 

Call to Confession                                                                                                                                
 

Prayer of Confession  
Holy One, like those religious leaders long ago, we, too, have malice in our 
hearts. We wish ill upon those we do not like and fail to recognize our own 
shortcomings. We are certain in our opinions rather than humble about our 
assumptions. We think the best of ourselves and the worst of others, despite 
your admonishment to tend to the log in our own eye, rather than the speck in 
our neighbor’s. We want to partition off our lives, offering you a portion of our 
loyalty, time and resources, when we are called to give our whole selves to you. 
Forgive our pettiness, our hard-heartedness and our stubbornness. Use our 
repentance as a means for the Spirit to work in us and remake us into a closer 
likeness of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. (Silent prayers of 
confession) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Passing of the Peace is one 
of the most ancient practices of 
worship. Having received Christ’s 
peace, we pass it on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this hymn to hear is no small 
thing. This verb assumes what is 
truly heard will be obeyed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is one of the most popular 
songs to emerge from the 1970s 
revival of religious song in Spain. 
 
 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness                  
The Creator of the universe answers us and forgives us. God’s mercy is from 
everlasting to everlasting. Siblings, believe the good news, through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God! 
 

Sharing Christ's Peace 
Because God has given us the peace of forgiveness, let us also be at peace 
with one another. May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.                     

 

Engage  
       
Preparation for the Word     Open Your Ears, O Faithful People      YISRAWL V’ORAITA 

They who have ears to hear the message, 
they who have ears, now let them hear; 
they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
let them hear God’s word. 
 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 

                                 
Scripture Reading                                                                          1 Thessalonians 1 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God 
for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he 
has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 
what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people 
of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the wrath that is coming. 
 

Hear what God’s Spirit is saying to us. The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!    

 

Message                                  What Kind of People are We?              Rev. Lisa Stenner  
 
Hymn 721 (v.1,3)         Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore     PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 

Lord, You have come to the lakeshore  
Looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones 
You only asked me to follow humbly 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This hymn was written in one day 
by Peter Scholtes, a parish priest 
at St. Brendan’s on the south 
side of Chicago. He wrote the 
hymn for ecumenical, interracial 
events during the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This lively Zulu/Xhosa freedom 
song originated in a Methodist 
young men’s group in South 
Africa and has gone one to 
become popular in many other 
languages around the globe. 
Adaptation of the words is 
encouraged, and we have 
adapted the words for our service 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our worship does not end with 
the postlude, but continues out 
into the world, where we are sent 
to love and care for God’s people 

Chorus 
O Lord, with Your eyes You have searched me 
And while smiling have spoken my name 
Now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me 
By Your side I will seek other seas 
 

You need my hands full of caring 
Through my labors to give others rest 
And constant love that keeps on loving [Chorus] 

 

*Hymn 300 (v.1-2)         They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love 
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. 
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
 

Chorus 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. 
We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. 
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. [Chorus] 
 

Respond 
 

Offering of Our Time, Talent and Treasure 
Financial offerings support the Body of Christ through the life and mission of Union Presbyterian 
Church. You may place your offering in the mailbox when you leave. You may also give online 
www.unionpresby.org automated giving through your bank, and through snail mail. 
 

Prayers of the People  
Pastoral Prayer, Silent Prayer, and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Hymn 853                   We Are Marching in the Light of God                        SIYAHAMBA 

We are walking in the light of God. We are walking in the light of God. 
We are walking in the light of God. We are walking in the light of God. 
We are walking. We are walking, whoa – oh.  
We are walking in the light of God. 
We are walking. We are walking, whoa – oh.  
We are walking in the light of God. 
 

We are living in the light of God. We are living in the light of God. 
We are living in the light of God. We are living in the light of God. 
We are living. We are living, whoa – oh.  
We are living in the light of God. 
We are living. We are living, whoa – oh.  
We are living in the light of God. 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
Go today to walk with a God who has been good in the past,  
who is faithful in the present  
and who has prepared for you a future of overwhelming hope. 
Amen. 
 

*Postlude 
 

http://www.unionpresby.org/


Worship Leaders 
Spencer Zembrodt, Accompanist 
Nancy Mathew, Liturgist 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
October 18 Blakely Brown 
October 19 Amanda Herdman, Laura Pears 
October 20 Larry Gaytos, Lynn Jasensky 
 
Anniversaries 
October 18 Jeff & Julie Hansel 
                   Todd & Sue McEntyre 
 

Prayers  
Debbie Forney, Cheryl Martinez, Nick & Sue 
Bosse, Judy Evans, Jim Detwiler, Sue McEntyre 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities this Week 

      Monday: Session via Zoom 6:30pm   

                                           
 
Trunk or Treat!! 
Sunday, October 25th ~ 3pm to 4:30pm 
Come one, come all! You are invited to decorate your vehicle, to decorate 
yourself if you wish, and to share in the fun of the season as we invite the 
community to the UPC parking lot for some Halloween fun! Of course, all fun 
will be with appropriate physical distancing, masks, and hand sanitizer. There 
will be prizes for "The Most Creative Vehicle Costume", "The Best Person 
Costume", and "The Fans' Favorite".  Please sign up online or let the Church 
Office know that you are planning to provide a trunk of treats.  
 

 
Mark Your Calendars:  PB&J Outdoor Adventure – Saturday, November 7th 10am-12:30pm 
    Parking Lot Bingo – Saturday, November 7th 3pm-4pm 
    Brunch with Babies via Zoom – Sunday, November 15th 11am 
 
All kinds of fun opportunities are coming your way. Watch the newsletter & website for more info.  
?’s: Contact the church office. 
 

 

SESSION 

Moderator: Reverend Lisa Stenner 

      Class of 2020                                  Class of 2021   Class of 2022  

Gwen Coleman 716-680-1554     Kurt Lintelman 919-830-1751              Kim Fry 678-641-4060 
Bethany Brewer 445-2393           Paul Seidman 508-951-6848              John Seibert 760-4712 
                                                  

DEACONS 

      Class of 2020                                  Class of 2021    Class of 2022 

       Anita Merkel                                     Dustie Kemp                                 Beverly Johnson 

      Laura Pears                                    Cathy Kowalski                              Holly VonLehman 
      Dave Stenner                                     Jan Lawson                
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